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Solar eclipses in Thai history

Solar eclipse of all types §3yU5a nIegiuaAg
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are spectacular phenomena, Wudangnisalsssuay
nature’s grand shows Auaaulavafauiauain
for everyone. Tdinadugdydnarriale
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Types of solar eclipse

id Observatory / ogmviuiin

Partial solar eclipse (38031 UEI

Annular solar eclipse 28U1019UNIN

9

Solar eclipse of 29.04.2006 taken in Turkey, Kurt Kulac

Total solar eclipse 35U NANANAI
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Many solar eclipses were recorded in

ancient chronicles and astrological

annals, although it is likely that not all

solar eclipses that occurred were

included.
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Important solar eclipses in Thai history

King Narai the Great
Kraison Siharat Hall, Lawo, 30 April 1688.

King Rama IV (King Mongkut)
Wako, 18 August 1868

King Rama V
Chulai Point, 6 April 1875

King Rama VII
Khok Pho, 9 May 1929

King Rama IX
Bang Pa In, 20 June 1955
Sikhio, 24 October 1995
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King Narai The Great

Kraison Siharat Hall, Lawo

30 April 1688

King Narai the Great watched the partial
eclipse of 30 April 1688 at Kraison
Siharat Hall in Lawo. The King was
assisted by Jesuit priests astronomers
who ran the San Paolo observatory, also

in Lawo.
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King Rama IV (King Mongkut)

Wa Ko
18 August 1868

King Mongkut calculated that the total
solar eclipse on 18 August 1868 would
pass Wa Ko, a site in Prachuap Khiri
Khan province. Foreign dignitaries were
invited. European astronomers set up
camp near Wako. The total eclipse
occurred precisely as the King had
predicted. The King thus earned the
respects of all the professionals who

witnessed the event.
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King Rama V

Chulai Point
6 April 1875

Eight years after Wako, another total
solar eclipse would occur in Siam on
6 April 1875. The central line of the
eclipse path passed through Chulai
Point in Phetchaburi province.

An expedition of the British Royal
Society led by Arthur Schuster set up
an observation camp at the cape.
One achievement of expedition was
to prove the existence of calcium in the
chromosphere and prominences

for the first time ever.
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King Rama VII
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Khok Pho
9 May 1929

Sumatra, Pattani and the Philippines
were all on the path of the 9 May 1929
total solar eclipse. Many astronomical
expeditions were dispatched to many
locations along the path. Great Britain
and Germany were granted permissions
to set up observation camps in

Khok Pho, Pattani Province. On the day
of the eclipse, the King and Queen
watched the eclipse at the British camp

and also visited the German camp.
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King Rama IX
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Bang Pa In
20 June 1955

The total solar eclipse of 20 June 1955
was the only one that the people of
Bangkok could witness right from their
own homes because it passed through
the lower central plain of Thailand. HRH
the Princess Mother went to observe the

phenomenon at Bang Pa In.
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King Rama IX

Sikhio
24 October 1995

The Thai nation was greatly excited by
the 24 October 1995 total solar eclipse.
As the eclipse cut a long path through
the country, many public events were
organised to spread the news of the
eclipse and to advise safe viewing
methods. Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn and Princess Bajra Kitiyabha
observed the eclipse at NIDA Sikhio

campus.
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